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CITIZENS, A 


Wi find the nation involved in a war, by which, 
in the courſe of ONE Campaign, immenſe num- 
bers of our countrymen have been ſlaughtered; a 
vaſt expence has been incurred, our Trade, Com- 
merce and Manufactories, are almoſt deſtroyed, 
and many of our Manufacturers and Artiſts are 
ruined, and their families ſtarving. 

To add to our afflittion, we have reaſon to ex- 
pett, that other taxes will ſoon be added to the in- 
tolerable load of impoſts and impoſitions with which 
we are already overwhelmed ; for the purpole of 
defraying the expences which have been incurred, 
in a Trmifleſs cruſade, to re-eſtabliſh the odions 
deſpotiſm of France. | | 

When we contemplate the principles of this war 
we confeſs ourſelves to be unable to approve of it, 
as a meaſure, either of juſtice or diſcretion;—and 
If we are to form our calculation of the reſult, from 
what has already paſſed, we can only look forward to 
defeat and the eternal diſgrace of the Britiſh name. 

While we are thus engaged in an expenſive and 
ruinous foreign war, our ſtate at home is nat leſs 
deplorable. | | 
We are every day told, by thoſe perſons who 
are intereſted in ſupporting the Corruption Liſt, 
and an innumerable Hoſt of Sinecure Placemen, 
that the Conſtitution of England is the perfettion 
of human wiſdom; that our laws (we ſhould rather 
ſav, THEIR laws) are the perfection of juſtice ; 
and that Reit Adminiſtration of thoſe laws is fo 
impartial and ſo ready, as to afford an equal re- 
medy, both to the rich and to the poor; by * 
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1 
of which, we are ſaid to be placed in a ſtate of ab- 
folute freedom, and that our Rights and Liberties 
are ſo well ſecured to us as to render all invaſion 
of them impoſſible. 
When we aſk, how we enjoy theſe tranſcend- 
ent privileges, we arc referred to MAGNA 
CHARTA, and the BILL of RIGHTS, and the 
glorious REVOLUTION, in the year 1688, is 
held out to us, as the bulwark of Briziſh liberty, 
C1TIZENS, | 5 
We have referred to Magna Charta, to 
the Bill of Rights and to the Revolution, and we 
cCertainly do find that our anceſtors did eſtabliſh 
wiſe and wholeſome laws: But we as certainly find, 
that, of the venerable Conſtitution of our anceſtors, 
hardly a veſtige remains. 
The only Chapters of the Great Charter, which 
are now in legal exiſtence, are the 14th and 29th. 
The important proviſion of the 14th Chapter, 
runs thus: 
« A Freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall fault, 
$ but after the manner of the fault; and for a great 
e fault aſier the greatneſs thereof, ſaving to him 
© his contenement; And a Merchant likewiſe, 
«* ſaving to him his merchandize; And any other's 
$* villain than ours ſhall be likewiſe amerced, ſav- 
« ing to him his wainage; And none of the ſaid 
% amerciaments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the oath 
tt of honeſt and lawful men of the Vicinage.“ 
But by the uſurped power of the judges, in aſſeſ]. 
ing Fines (and what Fines!!) in the Caſes of Miſ- 
demeanour; this glorious Right of the Subject, of 
having theſe fines aſſeſſed by the Jury, (the only 
poſſible protection from ſlavery and the vileſt op- 
preſſion) is unjuſtly and infamouſly raviſhed 


from us. | 


C41 
Thie proviſion of the 29th chapter, runs thus: 
*© No Freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned, or be 
6 difleiled of his freehold, or liberties, or free cuſ- 
e toms, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any other- 
© wile deſtroyed, nor we will not paſs upon him, 
« nor condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of 
“ his peers, or by the law of the land. We will 
« ſell to no man, we will not deny, or defer to any 
te man, either juſtice or right.” 
The various methods now in conſtant aden 
by which the benefits of this proviſion are totally 


defeated and deſtroyed, might induce us to ſuppoſe, 


that the GREAT CHARTER has been repealed: 
if we did not aſſuredly know, that it is the funda- 
mental baſis of our conſtitution; which even the 
REAL repreſentatives of the people (much leſs 
the Miſerable nominees of HELSTONE and 
OLD SARUM) have not the right, nor (as we 
truſt it will be found by experience) the POWER 
to repeal. Yet what do we find in practice? Un- 
conſtitutional and illegal INFORMATIONS EX 
'OFFICIO, that is, the arbitrary will of the king's 
Attorney General, uſurping the office of the 
ACCUSING jury; and the intereſted oath of a 
vile common Informer, with the judgment of as 
vile a common trading or penſioned juſtice, ſubſti- 
tuted in the room of our birth-right, an impartial 
trial by our country. 

Add to this, that the exorbitant expence of judi- 
cial proceedings, the novel prattice of arbitrarily 
and repeatedly annulling the verditts of Juries, and 
the dilatory practice of the courts, moſt openly and 
ſhamefully eontradid the clauſe which forbids the 
_ denial, the delay and the ſale of juſtice. * 

A man accuſed of FELO NV (for which by the 
common Haw of England, his life and goods are for- 


feited) 
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ited) may be bailed on finding two ſureties for 
forty pounds cach; but upon a charge of MISDE- 
MEANOUR by- words only, bail to the amount 
of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS has been 
demanded. 

Upon conviction alſo, for ſitniſlemeanour, 
enormous fines, long and cruel impFiſonments un- 
known to our ancient laws, and unſanctioned by 
any new ſtatutes, have of late (and but of late) 
been too frequently and too oppreſſively inflicted. 
And all this, although by this bill of rights it is de- 
clared, that © exceſſive bail ſha!l not be demanded, 
« nor cruel and unnſual puniſhments infliaed.”” 

It we look to IRELAND we find that acknow- 
ledged privilege of the people, to meet for the ſup- 
port and protection of their rights and liberties, is 
attempted, by. terror, to be taken away by a late in- 
famous act ofparliament: Whilſt titles of honour? - 

No, but of diſhonour—are laviſhed; and new 
ſources of corruption opened, to gratify the greedy 
proſtitution of thole, who are the inſtruments of this 

oppre ſſion. 
In SCO'FLAND, the Wicked Hand of Power 
bas been impudently exerted, without even the 
wretched formality of an att of Parliament. Ma- 
_ giltrates have forcibly intruded into the peac2ful 

and lawſul mectings of Freemen; and, by force, 
(not only without law, but againſt law) have, under 
colour of magiſterial office, interrupted their deli- 
beratons, and prevented their aſſociation.- 
I be uiſdom and good conduct of the BRITISIL 
CONVENTION at Edinburgh, has been ſuch, 
as to deſy their bittereſt enemies to name the law 
which they bave broken; notwithſtanding which, 
heit papers have been ſeized, and made uſe of as 
Ex}GEnce againſt em, and many virtuous and me- 

ritorious 


1 

ritorious individuals, have been, as cruelly, as un- 
juſtly for their virtuous actions, diſgraced and de- 
ſtroyed by infamous and illegal ſentences of tranſ- 
portation. And theſe unjuſt and wicked judg- 
ments have been executed with a rancour and ma- 
lignity, never before known in this land; our reſ- 
pectable and beloved fellow Citizens have been 
caſt FETTERED into Dungeons amongſt felons in 
the Hulks, to which they were not fentenced. 
CITIZ ENS: e 
We all approve the ſentiments, 
and are daily repeating the words, for which theſe 
our reſpectable and valuable brethren are thus un- 
juſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. We too, aſſociate 
in order to obtain a fair, free, and full repreſenta- 
tion of the people in a houſe of real national repre- 
ſentatives. Are we alſo willing to be treated as 


Ferons, for claiming this our inferent right, 


which we are determined never to forego but with 
our lives, and which none but thieves and traitors 
can wiſh to withhold from us? Conſider, it is one 
and the ſame corrupt and corrupting influence 
which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scotland, 
and England. Can you believe that thoſe who 
ſend virtudus Iriſhmen, and Scotchmen fettered 
with felons to Botany-Bay, do not meditate and 
will not attempt to ſeize the firſt moment to ſend us 
after them? Or if we had not juſt cauſe to appre- 
hend the ſame inhuman treatment; if, inſtead of 
the moſt imminent danger, we were in perfett ſafety 
from it; ſhould we not diſdain to enjoy any liberty 


or 2 whatever, in which our honeſt Iriſh 
an 


Scotch brethren did not equally and as fully 
participate with us? Their cauſe then and ours is 
the ſame. And it is both our duty and our intereſt 
to ſtand or fall together. The Iriſh Parliament 

| , and 
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and the Scotch judges, actuated by the ſame Eng- 
liſh influence, have brought us direftly to the 
point. There is no farther ſtep beyond that which 
they have taken. We are at iſſue. We muſt 
now chuſe at once either liberty or ſlavery for our- 
ſelves and our 8 Will you wait till BAR- 
RACKS, are erefted in every village, and till 
ſubſidixed Heſſians and Hanoverians are upon us? 
You may aſk perhaps, by what means ſhall we 
ſeek redreſs ? 
We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of civilized Soci- 
ety are bound to ſeek redrels of their grievances from 
the laws: as long as any redreſs can be obtained by 
the laws. But our common Maſter whom we ſerve 
(whoſe law is a law of liberty, and whole ſervice 
is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to 
gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from thiſtles. 
. We muſt have redreſs from our own laws and not 
from the laws of our plunderers, enemies, and op- 
preſſors. : | 112 
THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NA- 
TION CIRCUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, 
BU'L IN A FAIR, FREE, AND FULL RE- 
PRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE. 


J. MARTIN, CHalRMAN- 
. HARDY, SECRETARY. 
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| THE 
KING's SPEECH, 
At the Opening of the Pre ent - Seſſion of © HIS 
« PARLIAMENT,” January 21, 1794. © 


„My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« THE circumſtances under which you are now. 
aſſembled, require your moſt ſerious attention. 
We are engaged in a conteſt, on the iſſue of 

which depend the maintenance of our Conſtitution, 
Lov and Religion; and the ſecurity of all Civil 

ociety. | 

68 You muſt have obſerved with ſatisfaQion, the 
advantages which have been obtained bythe arms of 
the Allied Powers, and the change which has taken 
place in the general ſituation of Europe ſinde the 
commencement of the prefent War. 

The United Provinces have been proteQed 
from invaſion. TheAuſtrian Netherlands have been 
recovered and maintained, and places of confidera- 
ble importance have been acquired on the frontier 
of France. 3 

© The re- capture of Mentz, and the ſubſequent 
ſucceſſes of the Allied Armies on the Rhine, have; 
notwithſtanding the advantages recently obtained 
by the enemy in that quarter, proved highly bene- 
ficial to the common caufe. 3 

« Powerful efforts have been made by my Allies 
in the South of Europe; the temporary poſſeſſion 
of the town and port of Toulon has greatly diſt reſſ- 


ed the operations of my enemies; and in the cir- 


cumſtances attending the evacuation of that place, 
an important and deciſive blow has been given to 
their naval power, by the condudt, 3 

pirit 


Z 
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ſpirit of my Commanders, Officers, and Forces, 
both by ſea and land. 

© The French have been driven from their poſ- 
ſeſſions and fiſhery at Newfoundland, and impor- 
tant and valuable acquiſitions have been made both 
in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. 

« At ſea. our ſuperiority has ders undiſputed, 
and our commerce fo effeQually protected, that the 
lofſes ſuſtained have been inconſiderable in propor- 
tion to its extent, and to the captures made on the 
contratted trade of the enemy. 

The circumſtances by which the farther pro- 
greſs of the Allies has been hitherto impeded, not 
only prove the neceſſity of vigour and perſeverance 
on our part, but, at the ſame time, confirm the ex- 
peQation of ultimate ſucceſs. 

Our enemies have derived the means of 
temporary exertion from a fyſtem which has enabled 
them to diſpoſe arbitrarily of the lives and property 
of a numerous people, and which openly violates 
Every reſtraint of Juftice, Humanity, and Religion. 
But theſe efforts, productive as they neceſſarih 
have been of internat diſcontent and confuſion in 
France, have alſo tended rapidly to exhauſt the 
natural and real ſtrength of that country. 
Although I cannot but regret the * 
continuance of the war, I ſhould ill conſult the e 
ſential intereſts of my people, if I were deſirous of 
peace on any grounds but ſuch as may provide for 
their permanent ſafety, and for the independence 
and ſecurity of Europe. 

« The attainment of theſe ends is ſtill obſtrudted 
by the prevalence of a ſyſtem in France, equally in- 
compatible with the happineſs of that country, and 


with the tranquillity of ail other nations. 
" Under 
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Under, this impreſſion, I thought proper to 
make a declaration of the views and principles by 
which I am guided. I have ordered a copy of 
this declaration to be laid before you, together with 
copies of ſeveral conventions and treaties with 
different Powers, by which you will perceive how 
large a part of Europe is united in a cauſe of ſuck 
general concern. LEE 

I refleQ with unſpeakable ſatisfaction on the 
ſteady loyalty and firm attachment to the eſtabliſh- 
ed Conſtitution and Government, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the continued efforts employed to miſlead 
and to ſeduce, have been ſo generally prevalent 
among all ranks of my people: Theſe ſentiments 
have been eminently manifeſted in the zeal and a- 
lacrity of the militia to provide for our internal de- 
fence, and in the diſtinguiſhed bravery and ſpirit 
diſplayed on every occaſion by my forces both by 
ſea and land: they have maintained the fuſtre of 
the Britiſh name, and have ſhewn themſelves wor- 
thy of the bleſſings which it is the obje of all our 
exertions to prelerve. | | | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

* I have ordered the neceſſary eſtimates and 
accounts to be laid before you; and I am per- 
ſuaded you will be ready to make ſuch proviſion 
as the exigencies of the time may require. I feel 
to ſenfibly the repeated proofs which I have re- 
ceived of the affection of my ſubjetts, not to la- 
ment the neceſſity of any additional burdens. _ 
It is however a great conſolation to me to 
obſerve the favourable ſtate of the revenue, and 
the complete ſucceſs of the meaſure which was 
taſt year adopted for removing the embarraſſments 
affetling commercial credit, 

& Great 


12 ] 
M Great as muſt be the extent of our exertions, 
I truſt you will be enabled to provide for them in 
ch a manner as to avoid any pre ſſure which could 
ſeverely felt by my people. 


on 5 Lords and Gentlemen, 
« In all your deliberations you will undoubtedly 
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bear in mind the true grounds and origin of the 


war. An attack was made on us and our Allies, 
ſounded on principles which tend to deſtroy all 
property, to ſubvert the laws and religion of every 
civilized nation, and to introduce univerſally that 
wild and deſtruQtive ſyſtem of rapine, anarchy, and 
impiety, the effects of which, as they have already 
been manifeſted in France, furniſh a dreadful but 
uſeful lefſon to the preſent age and to poſterity. 

« Tt only remains for us to. perſevere in our 
united exertions : their diſcontinuance or relaxa- 
tion could hardly procure even a ſhort interval of 
deluſive repofe, and could never terminate in ſe- 
curity or peace. | 

“ Impreſſed with the neceſſity of defending all 
that is moſt dear to us, and relying, as we may with 
confidence on the valour and reſources of the 
nation, on the combined efforts of ſo large a part 
of Europe, and, above all, on the inconteftible 


juſtice of our cauſe, let us render our conduct a 


contraſt to that of our enemies, and, by cultivat- 
ing and pratlifing the principles of humanity and 
the duties of religion, eie to merit the 
continuance of the Divine favour and protection, 
which have been ſo eminently experienced by theſe 


Kingdoms.“ 


At 


1 13 1 

At a Meeting of the Society for Conſti- 

tutional Information, held at the Croun 

and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 

24th January, 1794, 

A motion was made that it be 

Reſolved, | 

„That the moſt excellent Addreſs of 
the London Correſponding Society be 
* inſerted in the books of this Society: 
* and that the King's Speech to Hrs “ 
* Parliament be inſerted uN DER it, in 
* order that they may both be always 
ready for the perpetual reference of 
the Members of this Society during the 
e continuance of the preſent unfortunate 
* war; and that (in perpetuam rei me- 
* moriam) they may be printed together 
* in one ſheet at the nayey concluſion 
of it: which happy concluſion, accord- 
ing to the preſent proſperous appear- 

* ances, we hope and believe not to be 

„many months diſtant.” 

* An amendment was moved—* That 
„between the words His—and Parlia- 
ment, the word Honourable ſhould be 


* znſerted,” 
Honourable 
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Honourable was withdrawn. 

Another amendment was then moved 
—* that between the words His—and— 
Parliament, the word Fazthſul ſhould 
be inſerted.” . 

Faithful was withdrawn. 

And it was unanimouſly reſolved— 
« that His—and His only, 1s the proper 
< epithet for Parliament upon the pre- 
« ſent occaſion.” | 

The Reſolution then paſſed unani- 
mouſly in its original form. 

Reſolved, 

* That the London Correſponding So- 
< ciety have deſerved well of their 
85 count. | 
. Reſolved, 

That the Secretary be ofdered to 
« cauſe forty thouſand copies of the 
« Addreſs, the Speech, and theſe Reſolu- 
5 tions to be printed on one ſheet ; and 
« properly diſtributed in England, Scot- 
* land and Ireland.“ 
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Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
February 14, 1794- 
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1 AM directed by the Society for Conſtitutional Information te 
write to all the Members of the Society, requeſting their contri- 
bution towards the ſupport of Mr, Sinclair. 

When the Delegates from the different Conſtitutional EY 
in Scotland lately met at Edinburgh, for the purpoſe of conſult- 
ing together, and concerting the meaſures which might be proper 
to be purſued, in order to obtain a fair Repreſentation of the 
People of Great Britain in Parliament, Mr, Sinclair attended 
as Delegate from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 
behaved upon that occaſion with a moderation and temper which 
have not only been highly approved, but have much endeared him 
to this Society, 

For that conduct, which we highly approve, Mr, Sinclair was 
endifted in Scotland, and returned to London upon bail, Since 
that time Mr. Stirving and Mr. Margarott have been ſentenced 
in Scotland (for the ſame conduct as Mr. Sinclair's ) to fourteen 
years tranſportation, With the fate of Meſſrs. Palmer, Muir, 
Skirving and Margarott before his eyes, Mr. Sinclair has re- 
turned to Scotland, in diſcharge of has faith as a private mas 
towards his bail, and in diſcharge of his duty towards an op- 
| preſſed and inſulted Public : he has returned, not to take a fair 

trial, but, as he is well perſuaded, to a ſettled conviction and ſen- 
tence. Theſe ſentences of tranſportation are novelties both to 
England and to Scotland, and exceed in cruelty and impudence 
any thing pradtiſed in the odious and abhorred reigns of the Stu- 
arts, And theſe ſentences are to be carried into execution under 
the adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt, and are juſtified by him ; by 
him who formerly (though hypocrittcally and treacherouſly ) pro- 
felſed himſelf a firenuous advocate for Parliamentary — 


| | 1:36] 
and himſelf met the Delegates throughout England a ine 
Convention at the Fhatched Houſe Tavern, for the ſame purpoſe 
as that for which the late Convention met in Scotland. 

Should it one day be the fate of this Mr. Pitt to be tried by 
the people of this inſulted country, for his treachery to the cauſe 
of Parliamentary Reform, we truft they will never conſent | to 
fend him to Botany Bay. In the mean time we earneſtly ſolicit 

your aſſiſlance to alleviate the ſufferings of Mr. Sinclair's futug- 
tion, and to afford im every comfort in our power, under this 
tis honourable and meritorious martyrdom in which, and in 
r 
haw, in purſuit of the fame adject, viz, A fair Repreſentation of 
the People in Parliament. | 
By Order of the Society, 


JOAN PENS TOOKE, Chairman. 
Indo. Feb. 146k, 1794+ ; 


